[Alpha 1-antitrypsin deficiency--not only pulmonary and hepatic involvement].
The association between deficiency of alpha-1-antitrypsin (A1AT) and glomerulonephritis has been only sporadically reported on, as opposed to the linkage between A1AT-deficiency and lung emphysema or hepatic cirrhosis. We describe the case of a 30-year-old man with A1AT deficiency who developed hepatic cirrhosis in early childhood, and IgA glomerulonephritis and hypertension in adult life. The IgA nephritis followed an unusual course. After three years of slight elevation of serum creatinine levels, the patient rapidly developed renal failure necessitating acute hemodialysis. The deterioration of the renal function was preceded by eruption of skin lesions, believed to represent a vasculitis. After six months of hemodialysis, the patient successfully received a transplanted kidney from his mother. The literature is reviewed with respect to the association between A1AT-deficiency and renal disease. We discuss possible underlying causes for the rapid deterioration of renal function in this patient.